Four Easter Sermons 

The Curious Case of the Easter Triplets

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
INTRODUCTION ….  

When it comes to a study of Numerology we need to be wary.  Attaching meanings to numbers leads to all kinds of strange interpretations. 

Who said that the number 286 means “ displacement”  or that 37 indicates “ The Word of God”? Is it true that 7 and 40 have “a definite bearing on the time of the Second Coming “?

  Such are but a few of the claims made in books before me as I write. 

However it must be acknowledged that the number 7  in Scripture seems to symbolize completeness. And 6 may well have something to do with ‘man’.  

The Apostle John uses such symbolism in Revelation. 

xxxxxxxxxxx

The Number 3 is stamped upon  all creation … time ( past, present future); space  

(length, breadth,height); kingdoms ( animal, vegetable, mineral); values ( good, better, best); man himself ( body, soul, spirit);grammar (1st person, 2nd. Person, 3rd. person ) … and there are many more ( I’ll give you 3 guesses what they are !! )

xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

 But let’s look at about twenty  3’s  connected with the Easter story !!

……………………………………………………………………………………………

 SOME EASTER TRIPLETS 

  Beginning in Gethsemane … only 3 disciples accompany the Lord Jesus ( Mark 14:23) … the third time they had done so  (Mark 5:37; Mark 9:2) … and in that garden the Lord prays 3 times. ( Mark 14:41). Three groups of people send a mob to arrest Him (Mark 14:43) carrying 3 things !

( John 18:3)  Three times the Lord affirms “ I am He !” ( John 18:5,6,8)

He addresses 3 groups (Luke 22:52)  There follows three Jewish trials(before Annas (John 18:13), Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin’s evening meeting (John 18:24) , and then an  early morning  trial ( Mark 15:1).

It is during this second trial Peter denies his Lord 3 times. (Mark 14:72) 

There are 3 Roman trials …before Pilate ( Mark 15:1-5) Herod ( Luke 23:6-11a) and back to Pilate. ( Luke 23 11b.) 

Matthew 27:28-29 tells of the  three mockeries of His Kingship  … a scarlet robe, a crown of thorns and the reed .

……………………..

 He is crucified at the 3rd. hour ( 9 a.m. )  Pilate places a notice upon the cross in 3 languages. (John 19:20)  From noon until  3:00p.m.   3 hours of darkness cover the land.  Three things are ‘rent’ in the Easter story … the veil of the Temple 

(Matthew 27:51), the rocks  (Matthew 27:52), and a little earlier, the High Priest’s garment. (Matthew 26:65) All of which speaks to us of the end of the sacrificial system , the power of death being broken   and the cessation of a human priesthood.

“Many other women” were present but Mark only specifies 3 by name . ( Mark 15:40-41) 

  The myrrh ( John 19:39) brought by Nicodemus reminds us of the 3 gifts of the wise men ( Matthew 2:11) … Gold for a King ( and He was ! John 18:36), frankincense for a Priest ( and He was !  Hebrews 10:12)… and myrrh to quench the stench of death.  A prophetic gift for the Babe … who was born to die. 

Three  tenses describe our Shepherd in the New Testament  … He is the “ the good shepherd” who died for the sheep ( John 10:11) ;  the  “great shepherd” who rose again to be our  High Priest ( Hebrews 13:20-21) and the “ chief shepherd”  who is coming again. ( 1 Peter 5:4)  Myrrh, frankincense and Gold !

………………………..

Three barriers were set up to keep His body from being stolen …the stone, the seal and the soldiers. ( Luke 23:66) To no avail.  He arose “ after 3 days and 3 nights” (Matthew 12:40)

Mention must be said of the Triune God who is ever present in this Easter narrative …The Father  planned it  … the Son  gave Himself a sacrifice for sin … and the Holy Spirit  “quickened” Him from  death.   ( 1 Peter 3:18) And, we might add, the Holy Spirit inspired the Gospel writers to record these events , and their meaning , for us. 

Such are some of the triplets of Easter.

……………………………………….

CONCLUSION …  

Three reactions to the message of the Cross ? 

No!  Only two. Belief or unbelief.

Saved or lost ? Heaven or Hell ? 
The choice is yours.

Romans 10:9:   If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
10: For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
11: For the scripture saith, Whosoever  believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………….
The Centrality of the Cross ! 

………………………………………………………….

INTRODUCTION …

 A old church in Greenwich, Connecticut, has a ten feet high cross made of “ raw, untreated wood” bolted to the concrete floor three feet in front of the  pulpit !

 ( On a Hill too Far Away …  p.15) 

It is a constant  reminder of the centrality of the cross in the church’s ministry. 

…………………………………

(1) The Centrality of the Cross in the Preaching of the Gospel. 

Thus it has always been as one reads of the pulpit giants of the past.

 Bunyan’s Pilgrim sang when he came to the Cross and his burden rolled away….

Blest cross, blest sepulchre, blest rather be

The Man who there was put to shame for me!
 Spurgeon, Moody, Wesley, Whitfield, …all called upon sinners to find peace and forgiveness at the foot of the Cross. In this they followed the example of the Apostle who tells us,  in 1 Corinth . 2:2 ,  of the theme of his  message at Corinth  

“I determined to know nothing among you save Christ and Him crucified ” 

Tragically, in many a modern-day pulpit, the Lord Jesus is only proclaimed as a Teacher or Social Reformer.  Some consider His death to be no more than that of a martyr for a cause. Others think His sacrifice on Calvary was insufficient to save and they teach that the sacrifice of the Cross must needs be constantly repeated every time a Mass is offered. 

But Scripture makes it abundantly clear that He died to deal with the sin question …once for all ! ( Hebrews 10:12) 

………………………………………..

(2) The Centrality of the Cross in the Teaching of Scripture !

Is it too much to say that every major doctrine finds it basis in the Cross ?

(a) Baptism … there  we are reminded by the act  of  immersion , that the Lord Jesus died and rose again …so too,  the candidate is  symbolically identified with Him in death and resurrection. ( Romans 6: 3-5)

(b) The Lord’s Table. The bread and the wine are reminders of  the Cross.

(c) Stewardship. True, ... the  Pastor needs to be supported ,  and the church’s electricity bill must be paid,  and a missionary  and his family  needs financial support … but surely the main motive for giving is gratitude for what the Lord Jesus  suffered  that He might  reconcile us to our Heavenly Father. 

(d) Prayer.  Even in this matter we are reminded that it is because of the Saviour’s atoning sacrifice that we now have access to the Throne of Grace.  Prayer is to “ Our Father”… but only those who have had their sins forgiven can address God as ‘Father !!’ . 

(e) Grace !  And it is at the Cross the grace of God is most wonderfully displayed to undeserving Hell-bound sinners. 

(f) Old Testament Prophecy   pointed forward to the One who would be “ wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities…”  ( Isaiah 53:5) ( Zechariah 13:1)

(g) Old Testament Typology illustrates the doctrine of the Cross …the  Brass Serpent  lifted up in the wilderness ( Numbers 21:8 ); the Smitten Rock ( Exodus 17): the Passover Lamb ( Exodus 12 )… and many more …  all pointed forward to the coming of the Messiah   and His sacrifice at Calvary. 

…………………………………………………..

(3) The Cross is Central in the Outreach(ing) of the Church !
The Church is not a social club. It is not a reform movement. 

It does not exist to provide ‘pleasant Sunday afternoons’ .

The Risen Christ commanded His followers to “ go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature !” (Mark 16:15) And a definition of that gospel is found in 1 Corinthians 15.

1: Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
2: By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 
3: For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
4: And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

It is the message of the Cross !

In all our contact with the unsaved, let this be central in our thinking ... “ They are lost and bound for a Christless eternity …but Jesus died that they might be saved !!”    Pray that somehow an opportunity will be found to bring them to know Him. It may begin with a simple invitation for them to attend a special service at the church. 

Be it a church luncheon  or a church concert .  At a  wedding … even a funeral … these are places where the opportunity arises to speak a word for the Saviour. 

Let us tactfully (and that is a very important word !), kindly, wisely, seek to  win them to   Him.  

‘All roads lead to Rome’ is the old adage.

But in the preaching of the Gospel , the teaching of Scripture to the saints  and the outreaching of the church to the unsaved …  all roads lead to the Cross.  

………………………………….

Conclusion.

There’s an old chorus that goes …

I’m satisfied with Jesus,   He’s in my heart you see;

His grace is full and free,

His blood now cleanses me;

and as we walk … we often talk … how in eternity

are blessings for ever-more !

But the question arises …whilst I may be satisfied with Jesus, was God the Father satisfied with the sacrifice His Son  offered on  the Cross?   Did it provide means whereby God could forgive the rebels who had sinned against Him ? 

I turn to Romans 1: 3-4 and I read that the Lord Jesus was “declared to be the Son of God … by the resurrection from the dead !” 

If the Lord had not risen His cross would have been a blood-stained failure! We would be without hope, “yet in our sins”. ( 1 Corinthians 15:17) But the empty tomb is our assurance that God, the Father, was well pleased with the sacrifice there offered for the sins of mankind, and that salvation is available to all who place their faith in the Saviour.

Have you ??

………………………………. 
THE  MAN  WHO  BORE  THE  CROSS

An Easter Meditation …
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

How vast the consequences that can hinge upon an expected encounter!

Our whole future destiny can be moulded because of what – humanly speaking – we would call an accidental meeting…  An old friend, one not seen for years, who suddenly comes back into the scenario of our particular world, bringing weal or woe as the case may be.  Or perchance a new face appears on the scene, suddenly, unexpectedly, and in the friendship that follows a new course is charted in one’s individual life.

I recall, in my days as an insurance salesman, meeting an old friend who was interested in a small policy.  He turned out to be a book reviewer for “New Life” Christian Newspaper – and suggested I try my hand at it …

And there was that sweet young thing that crossed my path at a Belgrave Heights East Convention twenty years ago.  Yes, she made an impact – and still does!   

Unexpected Encounter

In each of the Synoptic Gospels we meet a man who found himself unexpectedly brought face to face with the Son of God.

Just one verse in each Gospel tells the story … and yet what it does tell is enough to formulate a picture of the trauma of the moment, and the life-changing encounter that followed.

Let us read it in Matthew 27:32 – “And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name;  him they compelled to bear His cross.”

Simon’s Nationality

A man of Cyrene!  From the area on the north coast of Africa where the Desert Rats did battle with Rommel and his forces during the last world war.

Cyrene was an influential city in our Lord’s day.  Many Jews had settled there.  Indeed secular history tells us that a synagogue existed at Cyrene.

On the day of Pentecost there were Jews from Cyrene amongst those who thronged the narrow Jerusalem streets.

Cyrene.  In Africa.  Does this mean that Simon was a Jew … or a Negro?  Maybe both – perhaps a dark-skinned African who had become a convert to Judaism.  In that case “Simon” would be a name given to him as a mark of his new-found faith … such as missionaries may give, or let the convert choose for themselves, a “Christian” name.

Pilgrimage 

Imagine the excitement as this man prepared for his first pilgrimage to Jerusalem, the City of David!  And to that very area where the saints of old had trod.

In imagination we can picture Simon as he carefully counts his hard-earned money.  Yes … enough to take him the 1500-mile trip to Jerusalem, and the Feast of the Passover. So he says farewell to his wife and two sons, joins the party of fellow pilgrims, and sets out.  And as they travel, they talk.  It is not difficult to overhear them chatting about those things they are going to commemorate – the bondage in Egypt, the plagues, the first awe-inspiring Passover.  And talk, too, they would about the Messianic hope that burned in their breasts.

What did Daniel mean in that puzzling passage concerning the seventy weeks?  Some were saying that they were about to see the fulfilment.

And that story of wise men following a star … the report of the latest miracle worker who had raised the ire of the Pharisees with His claims to be the Son of God.

Anyone who loves a good theological discussion would have enjoyed being in that group of travellers from Cyrene as they pressed on, with hope aglow, to their destination …

Splendour Untold

And the first sight of the beloved city – who can describe the feelings Simon must have felt!

The glorious temple, beautified and rebuilt by 10,000 workmen over the last forty years.  Herod’s showpiece.  The snow-white stone with the panels of gold took the breath away.  The gilded pinnacles that studded the roof sparkled in the early morning sunshine.  Were it not for the fellow travellers Simon may well have broken into a run.  As it was, I am sure his pace quickened;  certainly his heart did.

To think that tomorrow he would be celebrating the Passover in Jerusalem …!

Dashed Hopes

But it was not to be.  The unexpected happened:  a chance encounter that turned his world upside down and frustrated his dreams.

For as Simon was “coming out of the country” (Mark 15:21), just entering through the massive city gate, so there was One who “came out” (Matthew 27:32). Five minutes earlier, and Simon would never have met Him.  Five minutes later, or even less, and Simon’s plans for the morrow would have gone ahead as planned.

But they met at the city gate.

Perhaps “met” is hardly the right word.  For the One coming out of Jerusalem was carrying a cross (John 19:16) – a man condemned to death by that most barbaric of methods.  His eyes were turned down … He stumbled beneath the weight of His burden …

Roman law said there were to be ten days between sentence of death and the actual execution.  But the law had been waived in this case … as had been so many other points of justice in this Man’s trial.  He had been mocked and beaten and scourged, a plaything of the Roman soldiers.  A crown of thorns had been thrust heartlessly upon His brow …

And on each side of the street were crowds of people, spectators of this unhappy scene – the added ignominy of a man condemned to death having to bear his own cross.

Unlikely Messiah

Simon paused … just for a moment.  It may well be that he had never seen anything like this before.  And he gathered from the derision of the crowd that this was none other than Jesus of Nazareth, the One who had claimed to be the long-promised Messiah.

Anyone looking less like the Messiah of Jewish expectation would have been hard to imagine.  Where were the armies at His command, the white charger that He would ride triumphant against His enemies?

No Escape

But Simon did not wish to stay;  he was eager to hasten into Jerusalem and find lodging for the night.

It was not to be!

The Man of Nazareth stumbled again.  And a Roman soldier reached out his spear and touched Simon on the shoulder.  “You!  Black man!  Help this fellow carry His cross”.

There was no escaping such a command.  To do so would incur the wrath of Roman law and the possible death penalty.

“They laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross that he might bear it after Jesus …”  (Luke 23:26).

Resentment …

Ivor Powell wrote:  “Every angel in heaven would have changed places with him.”  But, to Simon, every fibre of his being shrieked against this unforeseen happening.  

It was not the weight of the cross that bothered him.  His muscles were strong.  Nor was it even the sudden change of plans.  If he were unable to find a lodging that night in crowded Jerusalem, what did it matter?  Many a time he had slept under God’s starry heavens.  Nor was it even the shame of being associated with this whole grisly affair, carrying the weapon of death for a man condemned.

No, more than that!  The carrying of the cross rendered Simon unclean by Jewish law – and therefore unable to partake in the Passover!

Professor James Stalker commented:  “To touch the instrument of death was as revolting to him as it would be to us to handle the hangman’s rope;  perhaps more so, because it was Passover time, and this would make him ceremonially unclean” (Trial and Death of Jesus Christ, page 84).

All for Nothing!!

All his savings, all the separation from wife and children, all that long, tiring journey – all for nothing.  Wasted!

Transformation

But Jesus spoke to Simon.  Oh, I know the Scripture does not tell us so.  Yet the One who told the story of the ten lepers must surely have said “Thanks” to Simon.

And may I be so bold as to suggest that that one word, and the look that accompanied it, seemed to quell the rising anger and resentment in the heart of the man from Cyrene?

More than that, Jesus spoke to the women weeping on the roadside – “Weep not for Me,” He said, “but weep for yourselves, and for your children”  (Luke 23:28). Undoubtedly Simon pondered the word.  This Man had said that God is going to punish Jerusalem because of what they were doing to Him!

“Does this fellow really believe He is the Messiah?” he pondered.

And as the nails were driven in:  “Father, forgive them;  for they know not what they do…”  

So it was that Simon watched and listened, and he began to see things in a new perspective.

What the Prophets Said …

Is this what the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he wrote that the Suffering Servant would be “led as a lamb to the slaughter” (Isaiah 53:7)?

And Psalm 22 that had long puzzled him as he studied in the Cyrenian synagogue … was this the moment of fulfilment?  “I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint … they pierced my hands and feet …” (Ps. 22:14-16).

Look, Simon, as the soldiers gamble for the robe – and recall the inspired words of Psalm 22:18:  “They part my garments among them and cast lots upon my vesture!”

Could it be …?

Simon!  Remember the words of Zechariah:  “In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the House of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and uncleanness” (Zechariah 13:1).

Finding the Reality

And the man from Cyrene ceased to think of the Passover lamb and the feast commemorative of the release from Egyptian bondage.  He realised that he was in the presence of the true Passover Lamb.  Yes, he had missed being able to partake in the feast day, but he had found something more exciting – the One whom the Passover typified.

He could no longer partake of the ritual, but he had found the reality!

Just as he had taken Jesus’ place beneath the cross on the way to Calvary … so now the Saviour was taking his place.  His substitute.  Dying for his sin.

“He was wounded for my transgressions … bruised for my iniquities …” (Isaiah 53:5).

Simon’s journey had not been a waste of time after all!

*************************

Now all this may be mixed with a certain amount of speculation.  But the evidence is not yet all presented. This we know:  Simon met Christ, not just as a condemned criminal, but as Saviour and Lord!

Let me prove that.

Simon’s Family

Mark 15:21 speaks of Simon being compelled to bear the cross, and then adds this unique comment:  “Simon … the father of Alexander and Rufus.”

Now, why mention that?  Obviously because Alexander and Rufus were well known to Mark’s readers.  Over there in Rome – and tradition has it that such was the destination of Mark’s Gospel – were two young believers whose father had carried the cross for the One they, too, had come to know as Saviour and Lord.

More.  We turn to Romans 16:12-13, and read Paul’s list of greetings to his brethren in the capital city of that ancient world.  “Salute Tryphena and Tryphosa who labour in the Lord.  Salute the beloved Persis, which laboured much in the Lord.  Salute Rufus, chosen in the Lord…”

Rufus!  A believer at Rome!  Son of Simon of Cyrene?  We cannot be dogmatic, but how probable is the case for such an identification.

Mark especially noted that Simon of Cyrene was the father of Rufus … because the Romans to whom he wrote knew the young fellow well.  And Paul sends greetings to a “Rufus” in his majestic epistle.

The Homecoming

If my powers of imagination fail me not, I see Simon hastening home to Cyrene and gathering wife and children about him.

“Did you enjoy the Passover?” one of them would ask.

“I didn’t partake in the feast,” answers Simon.  And seeing the shocked expressions he hastens to tell of the unexpected encounter with the Man of Nazareth. He tells them of how he bore the cross for Jesus, and how Jesus bore the load of sin for us. He speaks of the Passover lambs, and God’s true Passover Lamb, the Messiah!

He tells them of the Old Testament prophecies that had found their fulfilment that day – of the empty tomb … of the coming of the Holy Spirit … (had Simon of Cyrene been in that upper room?)

A Christian Family

Now he leads his family to Christ.  His wife becomes a “mother”, not only to Rufus and Alexander, but to God’s people everywhere (Romans 16:13!!) Alexander goes off preaching the gospel in one direction and Rufus in another.

And Simon himself?

There is one tantalising reference in Acts 13:1 that makes us wonder if we have met Simon once more!  “Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers;  as Barnabas and Simeon called Niger and Lucius of Cyrene…”

In the company of Lucius of Cyrene is this fellow Simeon.  The name is an alternative spelling of Simon.  Even Simon Peter is called Simeon on one occasion (Acts 15:14). Simon … associated with Lucius of Cyrene … and called “the Niger”.  Or, as the Good News Bible translates it, “Simon the Black”, for that is what “Niger” means!!

It may well be that this dark-skinned man is none other than the one who bore the cross for Jesus on that first Easter Day!

The Continuing Command

One final word … as Easter comes again.

Although we cannot duplicate the action of Simon of Cyrene in carrying the Saviour’s cross, yet one is reminded of the command more authoritative than that ever given by a Roman centurion:  “Come, take up the cross and follow Me” (Mark 10:21).

From the King of Glory Himself comes the invitation – nay, command – to “take up the cross”, a willingness to follow Him regardless of consequences – be it persecution, or ostracism, or danger … whatever is involved in obedience to His command, let nothing stand in our way.

There is no conscription here.  God has given us the power of choice.

But those who follow the example of Simon the Cyrenian will find the same transforming power unleashed in their lives, also.

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

SEVEN CONSEQUENCES OF OUR LORD’S RESURRECTION  !!

( or  “ Why I’m glad He’s Risen !!!” ) 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

INTRODUCTION …..
 We live in a day when the Doctrine of our Lord’s bodily resurrection is under attack , even from some  within the church. But this truth is basic to a number of other vital Christian truths.  

…………………………….

 (1)  THE  PROOF IS DECLARED !    

Romans 1:1: Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 
2: (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 
3: Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; 
4: And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: 
 ……………………

(a) The claims made by Jesus of Nazareth are undeniable. He claimed the ability and authority to forgive sin! He claimed to be the Messiah foretold by the Old Testament prophets.  … to be the great “ I Am.” … to be the Son of God.      But were these claims valid ? 

(b) The claims He made were proven by His unique resurrection. The bones of other religious leaders …Buddha, Mohammed, Confucius, etc, lie a-moulderin’  in the grave. The proof that Jesus of Nazareth was who He claimed to be lies in the fact that He arose from the dead. 

(c) Paul introduces his ‘magnum opus’ ( the Epistle to the Romans) by emphasizing this truth. Every doctrine that follows in the next 16 chapters collapses … if Jesus did not rise from the dead !

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
(2) THE PREACHING  IS FOCUSED   !
 1 Corinth. 15:14: And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain,…….  

 1 Corinth 15: 15: Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 

If the Lord Jesus is not risen from the dead, says Paul, our preaching …and all the suffering we endure… is a waste of time.!! And , he adds, we are “ false witnesses.” But if Jesus is alive …then proclaiming this truth is vital.  Likewise , in  every sermon  recorded in the Book of Acts  , and in Luke’s introduction to that narrative, the doctrine of our Lord’s resurrection is pre-eminent. 

………………………..

Acts 1: 1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 
2: Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 
3: To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 
 …………………..

Acts 2: 30: Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 
31: He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. 
32: This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 
…………………..

Acts 3: 14: But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; 
15: And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. 
………………..

Acts 5: 29: Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men. 
30: The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. 
31: Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 
32: And we are his witnesses of these things;

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

(3) THE  PARDON IS  PURCHASED !!

 1 Corinth.15:17: And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.

Whilst it is true the price for sin was paid when the Lord Jesus hung upon the cross , experiencing the wrath of God the Father for sins not His own , … ( as one has said “ The Cross was the spit upon which  the Lamb of God was roasted !” ) …  although it was at Calvary He   bear our sins in His own body, yet that sacrifice would have availed nothing had He not risen from the dead. 

But  now, because death has been conquered,  forgiveness of sin is offered to “ whosoever”.  ( John 3:16)  And that includes me … and you !
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

(4) THE  PRINCE IS  DEFEATED !!

John 12: 30: Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes. 
31: Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. 
32: And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 
33: This he said, signifying what death he should die.

 But a few days prior to the Cross, the Lord Jesus spoke of Satan’s defeat. Because of Calvary and the empty tomb, even now Satan is a conquered foe!

Those  who know the Saviour should reckon themselves dead to the Devil’s lordship over their life. Instead, they should  know the power of the indwelling  Holy Spirit who enables the believer to  live victoriously.    Baptism is a  visible representation of this truth ….Romans 6: 4: Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. …. 9: Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 
10: For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 11: Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

 (5) THE PRIEST IS MINISTERING   
As a result of His resurrection the Lord Jesus has become our Great High Priest who  … “ ever liveth  to make intercession for us !”  ( Hebrews 7:25)

The Apostle John presents  a similar  truth … 1 John 2: 1: My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 

Isaac Watts wrote :-                          Jesus, my Great High Priest offered His blood and died,

My guilty conscience seeks no sacrifice beside:

His powerful blood  did once atone and now it pleads before the Throne !
………………………………………..
(6) THE PROPHECIES ARE FULFILLED 

 1 Corinth. 15:3: For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
4: And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 

The same Old Testament scriptures that foretold His Virgin Birth,  virtuous life and  vicarious death …also spoke of His victorious resurrection !

…………………………………. 

(7) THE PROMISE IS ASSURED !!

There is enshrined through-out the New Testament the promise of Glory bye and Bye for those who know the Saviour.         He promised to come again  (which He could not do if He is still dead !) and take us Home !

Paul describes the Lord Jesus as the “ firstfruits” of those who sleep… He was first to break forth from the bonds of death , a pledge that one day  “ at His coming” we too shall rise! 

1 Corinth 15:19: If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 
20: But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
21: For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. ………
 23: But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 
…………………………………

Whilst the reference here in 1 Corinthians is to Christians …the word “ sleep” is always used of believers who have died … yet other Scriptures remind us that there will also be a resurrection of the unsaved dead.  The Lord Jesus Himself said … “ Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,   And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.”    ( John 5:28-29)  

In which resurrection will you be ? 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

CONCLUSION 

Thus it is we see the truth of our Lord’s resurrection is fundamental to other vital Christian doctrines.  
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
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